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ƬÆƱǘŪǺǇcǇǉģŪŪǇǺƃǘĖǇǳŖîǉģǲģƱǇ
you did for one of the least 

of these brothers and sisters 
ƃĺǇųŚŷģĖǇǺƃǘǇĘŚĘǇĺƃƱǇųģơƮ 

Matthew 25:40  
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Introduction  
The Bristol Churches Winter Night 
Shelter was a four week pilot project 
which aimed to offer a safe space to 
sleep and a hearty meal for up to 12 
homeless guests. As one volunteer said:  
 
 ǶK cfmjfwf uibu uif Eisjtujbo dpnnvojuz 
has the resources to make involuntary 
rough sleeping in Bristol a thing of the 
qbtu0Ƿ 
 
The churches in Bristol stepped up to 
this challenge by generously resourcing 
the project. Anglican, Baptist, Catholic, 
Methodist, Pentecostal, Salvation Army 
and non -denominational churches 
worked together in a demonstration of 
unity.  
 



The rough sleeping situation  

Rough sleeping has more than 
quadrupled since 2012 

Number of homeless families has 
tripled since 2012 

The fastest growing source of 
homelessness is eviction  from 
private rented properties  

SourceΥ .Ǌƛǎǘƻƭ ŀƴŘ .ŀǘƘ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ /ŀǇƛǘŀƭ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ άIƻƳŜƭŜǎǎƴŜǎǎ ƛƴ .ǊƛǎǘƻƭέΦ Wǳƭȅ нлмс  

Data sources: Bristol City Council statistics and interviews. 

Homelessness services are 
overstretched with long waiting 
lists 



ǶK tqfoe uif ojhiu 
walking all around 
Bristol until the 
morning. If IǴn mvdlz I 
sleep in the bus 
station , if the security 
hvbse epftoǴu ljdl 
nf pvu0Ƿ 
Emile  



ÆŖģǇ7ŖǘƱČŖƯƶǇƱģƶƜƃŷƶģ 
Churches in Bristol came together to volunteer , financially  support  and offer 

up their buildings for the shelter.  
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Old Market  

BRISTOL 



Who else was 
involved?  

St OvohpǴt Bristol City Council  
tbje uibu. ǶPp 

one who has the ability to take up 
help should have to spend the night 
po uif tusffuǷ0 

Other organisations  
�‡
�‡
�‡
�‡
�‡
�‡

Housing Justice  


